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SUBJECT: US/JAPAN NTM DISCUSSIONS 

REF: GENEVA 3324 

1 . SUMMARY :US/JAPAN DISCUSSIONS FOCUSSED ON NTM/NDWM 
POSITIONS AND ON THE STANDARDS CODE. ON THE FIRST 
SUBJECT JAPAN REJECTED U.S. SUGGESTION FOR A GENERAL 
UNDERTAKING ON ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE AND REITERATED 
ITS WELL-KNOWN VIEWS ON THE U.S. ADHERENCE TO 

THE ANTIDUMPING CODE AND ON SECTION 337. ON THE 
STANDARDS CODE JAPANESE DELEGATION INDICATED SOME 
FLEXIBILITY IN REGARD TO LEVEL OF OBLIGATIONS AND 
ON THE APPLICABILITY OF THE STANDARDS CODE TO 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. NTM/NDWM DISCUSSIONS LARGELY A REPETION OF 
PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS (REFTEL). IN RESPONSE TO 

THE U.S. REMINDER ON THEIR PREVIOUS STATEMENT REGARDING 
CONSIDERATION OF A POSSIBLE GENERAL UNDERTAKING IN 
REGARD TO ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE, THE JAPAN DEL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


(TAMORI) RESPONDED THAT THIS ISSUE HAD BEEN HOTLY DE- 
BATED IN TOKYO AND THE U.S. REQUEST HAS BEEN REJECTED. 

THE JAPANESE DEL REITERATED THEIR POSITION THAT 
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE WAS NOT PRACTICED IN JAPAN 
AND THAT IF THE UNITED STATES HAD KNOWLEDGE OF ANY 
INSTANCE WHERE SUCH ALT .EDGED ACTIONS WERE TAKEN, THESE 
INSTANCES SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE TRADE FACILITATION 
COMMITTEE. THE JAPANESE DEL ALSO RAISED THEIR CONCERNS 
ABOUT THE ANTIDUMPING CODE AND THEIR DESIRE TO HAVE 
IT DISCUSSED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE MTN. IN PARTICULAR 
THE JAPANESE SEEK AGREEMENT BY JULY 15 THAT THERE WILL 
BE A TIME LIMIT ON THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE ANTIDUMPING 
COMMITTEE AND THAT DELEGATIONS WOULD AGREE TO 
'INTERNATIONAL INTERPRETIVE NOTES" AS THE FINAL PRODUCT 
OF THE ANTIDUMPING COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS. IN REGARD 
TO SECTION 337, JAPAN REPEATED THEIR POSITION THAT 
THIS PRACTICE IS CONTRARY TO THE GATT AND SHOULD BE 
ABOLISHED. U.S. REPEATED POSITION AS CONTAINED IN 
THE U.S. OFFER LIST ON BOTH OF THESE SUBJECTS. 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE STANDARDS CODE JAPANESE INDICATED 
THAT THEY WERE READY TO ABANDON THEIR POSITION OF A 
FIRST LEVEL OBLIGATION FOR TECHNICAL REGULATIONS IN 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. THEY STATED THAT THEY WERE WILLING 
TO BE QUITE FLEXIBLE ON EASING THE LEVEL OF OBLIGATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE CODE. COMMENT: THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH 
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OUR LONG HELD BELIEF THAT JAPAN SEEKS A SECOND LEVEL 
OBLIGATION THROUGHOUT THE CODE. ON REGIONAL 
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS, JAPAN REAFFIRMED ITS COMMITMENT 
TO OPEN REGIONAL CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS. TAMORI ALSO 
RAISED THE POSITION ON PROCUREMENT SPECIFICATIONS 
AND WE DISCUSSED THE TREATMENT OF THIS ISSUE IN THE 
GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT CODE. ON THE QUESTION OF 
APPLICABILITY JAPAN (UENO) INQUIRED AS TO OUR UNDER- 
STANDING OF THE AUSTRALIAN PROBLEM ON QUARANTINE. AFTER 
OUR EXPLANATION UENO STATED THAT HIS COLLEAGUES IN 
TOKYO WERE NOW REEXAMINING THE JAPANESE POSITION ON THE 
APPLICABILITY OF THE STANDARDS CODE TO AGRICULTURE 
AND HE THOUGHT THAT IF OTHERS COULD ACCEPT AGRICULTURAL 
COVERAGE THAT JAPAN COULD AS WELL. 

4. DRAFTED BY NEWKIRK. MCDONALD 
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